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Welcome to the month for giving thanks! 
 
Your SBEA Executive Board would like to let you know how thankful we are for you, 
your membership, your participation in our organization, and mostly – your 
support. We would not be the great organization we are without your support. So, 
please know that we “THANK YOU” and hope you have a wonderful season of 
thanksgiving. As we get closer to the Thanksgiving holidays, we wish you have a 
wonderful time relaxing and spending them with family, friends, and those you 
love. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You and Kudos 
 

Wow! That is the only word I can provide now to express the 
feelings for the 2019 SBEA Convention. The weather was great – no 
rain and lots of warmth. The sound of the ocean waves crashing 
into shore was simply music. I know I was up one morning at 1:30 
and stayed up just to sit on the balcony to enjoy the soothing 
sound and relax. Watching the sun rise that morning – well, there 
are just no words to describe that sense of peacefulness. 
 
Before I go any further with details regarding the convention, let 
me take a moment to express appreciation for the help and 
support by some of our wonderful membership. I hope I do not 
leave anyone out! If I do so accidentally, PLEASE let me know so 
that I can rectify this in the December newsletter. 
 
First, let me express my gratitude to the SBEA Executive Board. There were countless hours of effort given to ensure we 
had a successful convention. Many do not realize how much work happens behind the scenes prior to and during the 
convention. Thank you for all you do for our membership to provide such a convention! 
 
Second, I would like to say thank you to all our exhibitors and sponsors. Without this support, many of the events and 
items provided during the convention would not happen. So, thank you for this support! I am listing our sponsors below 
for all to see. 
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• QTL/ExplorNet 

• Test Out Corporation 

• Microburst Learning 

• Cengage Learning for lunch sponsorship and name badges 

• Certiport 

• Real World Classroom 

• Stukent 

• CEV Multimedia for sponsoring a refreshment break 

• W!SE for sponsoring the door prizes 

• Lumen Learning for the conference bags 

• StockTrak 

• Everfi for the conference bags and sponsoring a 
refreshment break 

• United States Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta and St. 
Louis for co-sponsoring the Friday luncheon 

• Knowledge Matters for a major door prize given to 
one of the first-time attendees 

• American Institute of CPAs for conference bag inserts 

• Zeno’s Taffy 

• Auburn University 

• Arkansas Business Education Association 

• Florida Business Technology Education Association 

• Kentucky Business Education Association 

• Louisiana Association of Business Educators 

• Virginia Business Education Association 

• West Virginia Business Education Association 

• Mississippi Business Education Association for sponsoring the SBEA President’s Reception 
 
Thank you to Dana Dingell, immediate SBEA Past President, for her expertise in securing the location for the convention 
at Daytona Beach, Florida. 
 
Thank you to Dr. Marie Coleman, SBEA President-Elect, for her dedication and perseverance in securing outstanding 
interest and technology session presenters and coordinators. 
 
Sincere thanks to Dr. Elisha Wohleb and Dr. Geana Mitchell, Convention Co-Chairs, for coordinating all efforts with the 
hotel and local activities and for ensuring the efficient operation of the convention. 
 
I want to give a special round of applause and thanks to Sandy Short for editing the convention program and the 
monthly newsletters all year, updating our membership directory, and generally checking anything sent by our board. 
 
Thank you to Dr. Elizabeth Diamond, Janet Kreider, and the Registration Committee for their hard work in overseeing 
registration. 
 
Thank you to Eric Pollard and his committee for all the technology support. Every day, he and the committee removed 
and replaced screens and projectors. They ensured the technology for our presenters was available and working and 
helped them get the sessions started. 
 

Thank you to Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Army ROTC Color Guard! They presented the colors magnificently. 
 

Sincere appreciation is given to Dr. Cheryl Wiedmaier and the Leadership Awards Committee for their thorough review 
of materials from nominees and selection of winners. 
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A special shout-out is given to Melissa Konkol, Instructor at Gause Academy, and her 
students. The Gause Academy Signs of the Tiger students in Bartow, Florida, created 
beautiful etched glasses for the convention attendees. The SBEA Executive Board 
filled the glasses with delicious taffy from Zeno’s Taffy, a local historic confectioner. 
Melissa Konkol was also instrumental in leading the hospitality committee and 
securing our color guard for the presentation of colors. 
 
 
Thank you is given to Sandy 
Short and her committee for 
their efforts in raising funds 
for the SBEA Scholarship Fund 
through the Silent Auction and 
Raffle. We also thank all who 
participated in this activity 
and supported this initiative. 
 

 
 
Colleen Webb, NBEA President, stepped forward many 
times to help during our convention. She led the 
Leadership Development and State Officers’ Seminar. 
She presented during our legislative and advocacy 
session her expertise. Multiple times she graciously 
stepped forward to provide greetings and support. 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all presenters and facilitators! Without you, there would not have been a convention. We appreciate your 
sharing your knowledge and expertise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Wow! Mike Smith, you are amazing. Thank you for attending and sharing with us during the opening general session on 
Thursday. You have a very powerful message. 
 
Thank you to the Plaza Resort & Spa staff for hosting our convention and welcoming SBEA with hospitality. 
 

A special thank you is given to everyone who made the professional decision to attend the 2019 convention. SBEA is 
honored by your continued presence and participation in the organization.  
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Racing into the Future 
 

Our theme for this year’s convention was “Racing into the Future.” We certainly did this with the variety of forward-
thinking session topics, a wonderful keynote speaker, and all the certification opportunities provided. The stage has 
been set for us to be “Rockin’ and Rollin’” in Memphis, Tennessee, for the 2020 convention. 
 

Keynote Speaker – Mike Smith 
 

When Mike Smith walked into the room, there was a palpable sense from people believing he was in the wrong place. 
However, as he proceeded to speak, he “wowed” our members and delivered a message that was timely and powerful. 
Thank you Robin Albrecht (Virginia) and Debbie Wilson (Mississippi) for sharing with me about Mike so I could pursue 
him and the possibility of his delivering this keynote address. I shared the following with his agent. 
 

“Mike was awesome. I cannot give enough praise, kudos, and high fives. 
His message resonated with our attendees. During the Friday luncheon, 
we (SBEA board) overheard people talking with other attendees AND the 
hotel staff about how great he was. One lady was even quoting some of 
the things Mike said! I was at dinner last night (Friday night) with some 
first-time attendees and a few of our more veteran members, and they 
just raved about him. So, yes; Mike was wonderful, and I am excited at the 
impact he made.” He stayed after the luncheon for pictures and questions 
and answers with our membership. 
 
For those not in attendance, Mike 
Smith told how he grew up in a small 
town in Nebraska. The cattle 
population outnumbered the human 
population tremendously, and there 
was little for someone like him to 
do. During his high school years, 

Mike was determined to make a difference in other people’s lives. Since that time, 
he has certainly made a difference. He has created several non-profit 
organizations that benefit those in need. He has the support of several major 
businesses like Nike and Adidas to help promote his initiatives and causes. One of 
his organization’s is Skate for Change. This is a group of skateboarders who donate 
socks and water for the homeless. He also leads the Find Your Grind organization 
(FYG). Students and teachers are exposed and educated to emerging career 
possibilities. FYG has a free curriculum available to teachers. Please check it out! 
As Mike says, “We should be training our students to find a direction.” 
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Mike stated one of his biggest passions is to get kids to stop talking and wishing and start learning how to actually do 
what they love. To do this, Mike and his crew cross the country in tour buses and #TinyHomes; sleep in parking lots and 
RV parks; and never really know when or where their next real meal and shower is going to come from…But Mike loves 
the grind nonetheless! 

Copied from page 17 of the 2019 SBEA Convention Program 
 

Award Winners 
 

The SBEA Board would like to recognize our 2019 award winners. The awards committee worked hard to gather details 
from nominees and to determine our SBEA winners. These people are given a large round of applause. 
 
Secondary Teacher of the Year – Dr. Kelley Todd (Arkansas) 
Post-Secondary Teacher of the Year – Dr. Marie Coleman (Louisiana) 
Collegiate Teacher of the Year – Dr. Michelle Taylor (Mississippi) 
Outstanding Leadership Award – Angie Hutson (Arkansas) 
Distinguished Service Award – Janet Kreider (Virginia) 
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Recognition of Retiring SBEA Executive Board Members 
 

The retiring SBEA Executive Board members were recognized. Each have done so much for our organization. Please join 
me in recognizing them once more. They are Dana Dingell, Janet Kreider, and Dr. Geana Mitchell. Below is what Dr. 
Michelle Taylor said about each as they were recognized and presented with plaques and had pictures taken. 
 

“At this time, we would like to recognize Dana Dingell as the 2018 SBEA President. Dana has served as secretary, vice 
president, president-elect, and now past president of SBEA. She has served on numerous committees over the years. 
You do make things fun. Who else could get away with saying, “Bye, Felicia!” during a door prize giveaway?! Thank you 
for your dedication to SBEA! 
 

Thank you, Janet Kreider, for your seven years of service as SBEA Treasurer. We appreciate your being precise and 
diligent in fulfilling all expectations asked of you by this board and organization. You have been an asset to us, and we 
could never begin to credit you with all you have deposited into SBEA and accomplished with us and for us. You have 
one of the biggest hearts, and we know you poured your heart and soul into this position. We will miss you. 
 

Thank you, Geana Mitchell, for your ten years of service to SBEA. You have served as secretary, vice president, 
president-elect, president, past president, and SBEA Director to the NBEA Board. You have also served on many 
committees. If anyone knows this organization, it is YOU! You have been a strong advocate for business education and 
SBEA. Your service and leadership are going to be missed.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Business Completed 
 

The SBEA Board met on Wednesday afternoon. During the meeting, there was much discussion on several topics. One 
important topic was membership and how to build our numbers. The board also discussed and voted to restructure the 
current executive board. This 
restructure was done to assist the 
board with the completion of duties 
and to mirror the NBEA board 
structure. The number of board 
positions was not increased. Our 
new SBEA Executive Board structure 
is: President, President-Elect, Past 
President, Vice President, 
Secretary/Treasurer, and SBEA 
Director to the NBEA Board. The 
change is the combining of the 
Secretary/Treasurer position and 
the return of the Vice President role.  
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Officers Elected 
 

Dana Dingell headed the search for officers. She and her committee reviewed numerous inquiries and applications. After 
much deliberation, she presented the following slate of officers for election by the board and membership. 
 

• President – Dr. Marie Coleman (Louisiana) 

• President-Elect – Tracie Opolka (Arkansas) 

• Vice President – Dr. Bridgette Wolfe (South Carolina) 

• Secretary/Treasurer – Glenith Moncus (Alabama)-not pictured 

• Regional Membership Director – Jennifer Stubberfield (Kentucky) 

• Immediate Past President – Dr. Michelle Taylor (Mississippi) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Officers Appointed 
 

There were two appointments made. Dr. Elisha Wohleb (Alabama) will serve as the chair for the 2020 SBEA Convention 
to be held in Memphis, Tennessee. Chad Springer (Alabama) will serve as the SBEA Regional Representative on the NBEA 
Legislative Advocacy Committee. As Dr. Marie Coleman moves to the beginning of her term as SBEA President, which 
begins on January 1, 2020, she will be making more appointments and announcements. 
 

Certifications Earned 
 

Congratulations to our members who earned their national certifications! Dr. Marie Coleman (Louisiana), Dr. Elizabeth 
Diamond (Pennsylvania), and Dr. Michelle Taylor (Mississippi) earned their Southwest Airlines Professional 
Communications Certification. Debbie Lejeune (Louisiana), Christina 
Lenihan (Kentucky ), and Lindsey Montague (Florida – not pictured) 
earned their W!SE Financial Literacy Teacher Certification. 
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Goose Chase Exhibitor Scavenger Hunt 
 

For the first time, SBEA had an electronic scavenger hunt using the Goose Chase app. Participants visited our wonderful 
exhibitors to learn the answer to a specific question sent by the exhibitor. Some questions required a picture – especially 
one in which a picture had to be taken with a former SBEA President. This was a fun new addition to our convention. 
One lucky participant won a grand prize. 
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STATE DATE(S) LOCATION WEB PAGE 

Alabama Saturday, February 1, 2020 Birmingham, AL https://www.albusinessed.org 

Arkansas Tues., July 28-Wed., July 29, 2020 Hot Springs, AR https://www.abea.us 

Florida Monday, July 20, 2020 Orlando, FL https://www.fbtea.org 

Georgia Details Coming Soon  http://www.gbea-online.org 

Kentucky Sun., July 26–Wed., July 29, 2020 Louisville, KY http://www.kbea.org/news 

Louisiana Details Coming Soon  http://laabe.weebly.com 

Mississippi Friday, November 8, 2019 Jackson, MS https://msmbea1950.wordpress.com 

North Carolina Details Coming Soon  https://www.ncbea.org/index.htm 

South Carolina Wed., Feb. 19-Sun., Feb. 23, 2020 Myrtle Beach, SC http://www.scbea.org 

Tennessee Details Coming Soon  Twitter at @drvhemby 

Virginia Mon., July 20–Thu., July 23, 2020 Roanoke, VA https://sites.google.com/view/vbea/home 

West Virginia Fri., Nov. 15–Sat., Nov. 16, 2019 Bridgeport, WV http://wvbea1.wixsite.com/wvbea 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.albusinessed.org/
https://www.abea.us/
https://www.fbtea.org/
http://www.gbea-online.org/
http://www.kbea.org/news
http://laabe.weebly.com/
https://msmbea1950.wordpress.com/
https://www.ncbea.org/index.htm
http://www.scbea.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/vbea/home
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Please encourage your friends and colleagues to join SBEA. Membership is $100 for one year. With membership a 
person has access to monthly newsletters, professional journals, and publications. The annual national and regional 
conventions can be attended with reduced registration fees. Of course, membership provides a $250,000 professional 
liability insurance policy. Below is the link: 
 
https://www.nbea.org/newsite/member/index.html 
 
Those desiring to join SBEA with NBEA may do so by mailing their membership 
form or completing the online form. Below is the link: 
 
https://www.nbea.org/newsite/member/join.html 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SBEA STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORS 
 

STATE NAME AND CONTACT 

Alabama Morgan Palmer Jones 
jonesmp@vestavia.k12.al.us 

Arkansas Cheryl Wiedmaier 
cheryl.wiedmaier@arkansas.gov 

Florida Melissa Konkol 
melissakonkol@gmail.com 

Georgia Shannon Anderson-Rush 
sanderson-rush@forsyth.k12.ga.us 

Kentucky Jennifer Stubblefield 
Jennifer.stubblefield@calloway.kyschools.us 

Louisiana Ashley Lavine 
alavine@slchs.org 

Mississippi Carole Deere 
carole.deere@biloxischools.net 

North Carolina Madeline D. Tucker 
madeline.tucker@onslow.k12.nc.us 

South Carolina Ruthayn Burdette 
rburdette@chester.k12.sc.us 

Tennessee Michelle Taylor 
michelle.taylor@rcu.msstate.edu 

Virginia Robin Albrecht 
ralbrecht@mcpsva.org 

West Virginia Sharon Cole 
skcole@k12.wv.us 

https://www.nbea.org/newsite/member/index.html
https://www.nbea.org/newsite/member/join.html
mailto:jonesmp@vestavia.k12.al.us
mailto:cheryl.wiedmaier@arkansas.gov
mailto:melissakonkol@gmail.com
mailto:sanderson-rush@forsyth.k12.ga.us
mailto:Jennifer.stubblefield@calloway.kyschools.us
mailto:alavine@slchs.org
mailto:carole.deere@biloxischools.net
mailto:madeline.tucker@onslow.k12.nc.us
mailto:rburdette@chester.k12.sc.us
mailto:michelle.taylor@rcu.msstate.edu
mailto:ralbrecht@mcpsva.org
mailto:skcole@k12.wv.us
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Your SBEA Board wishes you a Happy Thanksgiving. The 2019 officers are listed below for your convenience. We would 
love to hear from you and are here to serve you until December 31, 2019. This is your organization! 
 

Michelle Taylor, President 
Marie Coleman, President-Elect 

Tracie Opolka, Secretary 
Janet Kreider, Treasurer 

Dana Dingell, Past President 
Jennifer Stubberfield, Membership Director 

Elisha Wohleb, Convention Coordinator 
Geana Mitchell, SBEA Representative to NBEA 

 

Until next month, 

Michelle 

Michelle Taylor 
2019 SBEA President 

 
As our plane lifted off the ground from Daytona Beach, I looked out the 
window. To my surprise and delight, I saw a rainbow. I snapped a picture, but 
it does not do justice to what was displayed. There was the promise that 
bright days are ahead for our organization. 

 
 
 

More Pictures from the SBEA Convention in Daytona Beach! 
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